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Frequently Asked Questions – Holidays 
Abroad May 2021 

 

1. What are the current rules on international travel? 
As part of the England Roadmap stage 3 changes the Government has introduced a travel list where 
countries are rated Red, Amber or Green.  

The current list can be found here. This link also provides details of whether you can travel and if so 
the steps you must take and the relevant quarantine requirements.    

 

2. Will holiday makers have to quarantine when they return to the UK? 
The link above provides the relevant details and it will depend on which countries they are returning 
from. The graphic below provides the current requirements: 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/red-amber-and-green-list-rules-for-entering-england#:%7E:text=New%20green%20list%20of%20countries,moved%20from%20the%20amber%20list.
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3. Will people who have been vaccinated be able to avoid quarantine? 
No. While having had both jabs may well open doors for UK citizens abroad, the government has not 
made any provision for people who have completed a course of vaccinations to be excused some or 
all of the restrictions on returning to the UK. 

4. Who is responsible for paying for Covid-19 tests and/or the cost of quarantine 
hotels? 
These costs have to be paid for by the traveller. The average cost of a PCR test is £128.00 but is 
expected to drop by May 17th 2021. If you have to quarantine in a hotel, the rate for one adult in one 
room for 10 days is £1,750.  

These costs will add a significant amount to the price of the average holiday abroad and will deter 
many people from travelling abroad. 

5. How much notice will the government give to travellers before countries move 
from the green to the amber list? 
The government has introduced a ‘green watchlist’ which will identify countries most at risk of 
moving from ‘green’ to ‘amber’. There's not much information about how this will work, but we 
believe that the government intends to give people around a week's notice of any change. That said, 
the government has made it clear that it 'will not hesitate to act immediately should the data show 
that countries risk ratings have changed'.  

This means that someone taking a two-week break could find out part way through their holiday 
that they will have to quarantine when they return to the UK. 

6. Can I go abroad on holiday? 
Potentially, following the latest government advice. You will need to follow any quarantine advice in 
place and will need to use holiday allowance to cover your quarantine/self-isolation time too. 

7. Do I need to inform the College if am quarantining? 
Anyone who is asked to quarantine must self-isolate unless they are exempted from the 
rules. Anyone who doesn’t request holiday and doesn't report for work must follow the College 
absence reporting procedure.  

8. Can I work during a period of quarantine? 
The government state that anyone who is in quarantine and who doesn't self-isolate, will commit a 
criminal offence therefore you would be unable to work on campus during a period of quarantine. 
Please see point 6 above regarding time off for quarantine. 

9. How do I demonstrate my vaccination status to travel? 
Please see the government guidance at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/demonstrating-your-covid-
19-vaccination-status-when-travelling-abroad?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-
notifications&utm_source=2c2cf646-0aca-4539-afb8-cb9a15e10122&utm_content=immediately  
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